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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of this document is to document the material testing results for the Fluids and Combustion
Facility (FCF) Combustion Integrated Rack (CIR) Optics Bench, hereafter referred to as the Optics Bench.
The material testing was performed to verify that the material properties of the as fabricated flight unit and
Ground Integration Unit Optics Benches are consistent with the as published values for the material
condition specified by the design, which is used for analysis purposes. The identified values of the tested
material shall be used for the design allowables, as reported in FCF-PO-RPT-0009.

1.2 Scope

This document will outline the procedures as developed and performed for the material testing on a
coupon taken from the same plate as the fabricated flight Optics Benches.  These results are strictly
limited to the Optics Bench flight hardware and are not applicable to any other hardware.  The procedures
include the requirements for specimen machining, heat treat temper conversion, Rockwell and Brinell
hardness testing, Eddy Current testing, stress relief heat treatment, and tensile testing.  The conclusive
material testing results and acceptance are recorded and discussed in this document.

1.3 Background

Northrop Grumman drawing 67212MFDH20050 defines the design for the Optics Bench, which is
machined from 7075 aluminum.  The design calls for the final material condition of the aluminum to be
T-7351 temper.  Two Optics Benches were fabricated between 10/09/2002 and  04/11/2003, one (serial
number 201) planned for the Flight Unit and one (serial number 202) planned for the Ground Integration
Unit.  Following fabrication of these items, a question was raised as to whether the fabrication processes
that were followed really resulted in the required material condition or not.  A piece of the original plate,
from which the two Optics Benches were fabricated, was available.  Therefore, it was decided to process
a coupon as closely as possible to the actual benches and then test its material properties as verification
of the as fabricated Optics Benches material condition.

2.0 REFERENCES

2.2 Reference Documents

Document Number Document Title

ASTM-B557M-02A Standard Test Methods for Tension Testing Wrought and Cast
Aluminum-and Magnesium-Alloy Products {Metric}

ASTM-E10-01 Standard Test for Brinell Hardness of Metallic Materials

ASTM-E1004-02 Standard Practice for Determining Electrical Conductivity Using the
Electromagnetic (Eddy-Current) Method

ASTM-E18-02 Standard Test Methods for Rockwell Hardness and Rockwell
Superficial Hardness of Metallic Materials

ASTM-E8-01 Standard Test Methods for Tension Testing of Metallic Materials

CIR-ECO-0114 Engineering Change Order for Flight Optics Benches
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Document Number Document Title

MIL-H-6088G Heat Treatment of Aluminum Alloys

MIL-H-6088-G Heat Treatment of Aluminum Alloys

MIL-HDBK-5J Metallic Materials and Elements for Aerospace Vehicle Structures

MIL-STD-2154 Process for Inspection, Ultrasonic, Wrought Metals

SAE-AMS-2770G Heat Treatment of Wrought Aluminum Ally Parts

FCF-PO-RPT-0009 Material Testing Summary and Design Allowables for CIR Optics
Bench, Front End-Cap, Rear End-Cap and Interface Resource Ring

2.4 Acronyms

Acronym Definition

CIR Combustion Integrated Rack

FCF Fluids and Combustion Facility

HDBK Handbook

GRC Glenn Research Center

KSI Kilo pounds per Square Inch area

L Longitudinal

LT Long Transverse

MIL Military

NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration

NGIT Northrop Grumman Information Technology

ST Short Transverse

TYS Tensile Yield Strength

UTS Ultimate Tensile Strength

2.5 Definition of Terms

Term Definition

4D Fourth Dimensional Elongation

HBW Brinell Hardness Test Metric

HRB Rockwell Hardness B-Scale Metric

IACS Eddy Current, Electrical Conductivity Test Metric
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3.0 MATERIAL TESTING

3.1  Initial Material

The initial material was an Aluminum 7075-T651 plate sized to 21 inches x 13 inches x 6 inches.  Material
certifications were provided from the optics bench fabrication vendor to certify the initial plate properties.
The properties are as follows (See Appendix A.1 for complete Material Certification and A.2 for Temper
Conversion Report):

T651 Long Transverse Direction,  Initial Plate Properties
Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI), Max. 71.1
Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI), Min. 69.5
Tensile Yield Strength (KSI), Max. 57.7
Tensile Yield Strength (KSI), Min. 55.5
Elongation (%), 4D Max. 9.9
Elongation (%), 4D Min. 9.9

T7351 Conversion Test Properties
Rockwell hardness, B-Scale 79.0 – 81.0
Electrical Conductivity (Eddy Current) 40.0 – 40.5

3.2  Material Processing

The material processing procedures, as specified by the design of the Optics Bench can be found in
CIR-ECO-0114.  Certifications of the material processing procedures used for the as fabricated Optics
Benches are provided in the Appendix A of this document.  It is these procedures which were to be
duplicated on the coupon to be tested.

3.3  Testing Specifications and Procedures

A test plan was provided to the material testing vendor.  See Appendix B.4 for Tensile Testing for Optics
Bench – Sign Off Sheet.  The procedures for material testing are provided as follows:

1. The coupon to be tested arrived at Northrop Grumman Information Technology (NGIT), with the
grain direction marked on the plate, as determined by the Optics Bench fabrication vendor.

2. The material testing vendor, Tensile Testing Metallurgical Laboratory, picked up the plate for
delivery to their location.

3. Visual inspection of the plate was performed for any shipping damages.  This included, but was
not limited to, any chips, cracks, or visual alterations from the original form.  There were no
findings.

4. The coupon was sectioned in the long direction, resulting in two plates, equal in size, which were
used for further testing.  Each plate was 21 inches x 6.5 inches x 5 inches.

5. Processing began on the first plate, but it was discovered that a heat treating subcontractor did
not follow the specified process, so it was set aside and returned to the Glenn Research Center
(GRC).  The second plate was then used and the processing was started on it from the
beginning. The remaining steps and data are all with respect to this second plate.
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6. Electrical Conductivity (Eddy Current) testing was performed per ASTM-E1004-02.

7. The plate was milled to a thickness of 4.5 inches ± .015 inches.

8. The plate was age hardened from Aluminum 7075-T651 to 7075-T7351.  This temper conversion
was performed per SAE-AMS-2770G specifications at 350 F ±10 F for a period of 12 hours. See
Appendix B.5 for heat treatment certification.

9. Electrical Conductivity (Eddy Current) testing was performed per ASTM-E1004-02.

10. Brinell Hardness testing was performed per ASTM-E10-01.

11. GRC reviewed locations for specimens to be cut from this coupon with the material testing vendor
and approved nine specimens total (Figure 1), three in each direction - Short-transverse (ST) ,
long-transverse (LT) , and longitudinal (L).  The material testing vendor marked the plate for
machining operation.  Each of the material specimens was uniquely marked for further
traceability, in accordance of material location (L1, L2, L3, LT1, LT2, LT3, ST1, ST2, ST3).

12. Nine specimens were machined in accordance with specifications for ASTM-E8-01.  The LT and
L direction specimens were machined to 0.505 size, while the ST specimens were machined to
0.356 size. See Figure 1 for location of specimens and markings.

13. All specimens were stress relieved at 300 F ±10 F for a period of three hours with an air-cooled
quench.  Thermal couples were included within furnace and a secondary thermal couple on
center of plate.

14. Final machining and touch-up operations were performed on specimen threads.

15. All specimens were tensile tested according to ASTM-E8-01.  External extensometers were
utilized throughout the testing process.

16. The threaded segment for each specimen was sectioned and a Rockwell Hardness, B-Scale test
was performed per ASTM-E18-02.

17. All results were recorded and placed in the Certified Test Report. See Appendix B for the official
testing report from the material testing vendor.

18. All materials, specimens, and remnants were returned to GRC.
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Figure 1 - Specimen Location on Optic Bench Test Plate

3.3.1 Material Testing Vendor

The material testing vendor providing all aspects of testing and data report is as follows:

Tensile Testing Metallurgical Laboratory
7815 Harvard Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44105
Tel: (216) 641 – 3290
Fax:(216) 641 – 1223

3.4 Material Test Data

The material test data can be found in Appendix B of this document.  The material test data includes the
Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI), Tensile Yield Strength (KSI), Elongation (% in 4D), Brinell Hardness
(HBW), Rockwell Hardness, B-Scale (HRB) and Conductivity (IACS).  The following pages are included in
Appendix B for the test:

1. Certified Test Report from Tensile Testing
2. Certified Heat Treatment Graphs
3. Tensile Test Graphing for Specimens
4. Material Processing Sign-Off Sheet
5. Certified Heat treatment, Temper Conversion Report

L – 21”

ST – 4.5”

LT – 6.5”

Sectioned Area
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3.5 Material Results and Analysis

The tensile test results can be found in Table 1.  This data is compared with the values from Table 3.7.6.0
of MIL-HDBK-5J.  The material test results for the hardness and Conductivity testing can be found in
Table 2.  This data is compared with the values from Table IX of MIL-H-6088G.

Table 1 - Comparison of Tensile Test Results with MIL-HDBK-5J Properties for Strengths

Material
Test

Specimen

Actual
Material

Test
Result

Properties
from MIL-

HDBK-5J for
7075-T7351,
4 inch Plate

Longitudinal Direction    
  Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI) L1 65.80 60
 L2 68.10 60
 L3 65.90 60
   Average UTS (KSI)  66.60 60
  Tensile Yield Strength (KSI) L1 54.50 48
 L2 57.90 48
 L3 54.80 48
   Average TYS (KSI)  55.73 48
Long-Transverse Direction   
  Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI) LT1 63.70 61
 LT2 63.50 61
 LT3 68.20 61
   Average UTS (KSI)  65.13 61
  Tensile Yield Strength (KSI) LT1 51.90 48
 LT2 51.70 48
 LT3 57.00 48
   Average TYS (KSI)  53.53 48
Short-Transverse Direction   
  Ultimate Tensile Strength (KSI) ST1 61.80 57
 ST2 61.30 57
 ST3 63.90 57
   Average UTS (KSI)  62.33 57
  Tensile Yield Strength (KSI) ST1 49.00 46
 ST2 48.80 46
 ST3 52.50 46
   Average TYS (KSI)  50.10 46
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Table 2 - Comparison of Tensile Test Results with MIL-HDBK-5J Properties for Elongation

Material
Test

Specimen

Material
Test

Result

Properties
from MIL-

HDBK-5J for
7075-T7351,
4 inch Plate

Long-Transverse Direction    
Elongation (e, % in 4D) LT1 9.00 6
 LT2 9.20 6
 LT3 9.40 6
   Average e (% in 4D)  9.20 6

Table 3 - Comparison of Test Results with MIL-H-6088G

Actual Material test Results

Properties
from MIL-H-
6088G for
7075-T73

Properties
from MIL-H-
6088G for
7075-T6

Conductivity before Heat
Treatment (IACS) 32.0 - 30.5 - 36.0
Conductivity after Heat
Treatment (IACS) 41.1 40.0 - 43.0 -
Brinell Hardness after
Heat Treat (HBW) 130 125 135
Rockwell Hardness after
stress Relief (HRB)    
   L1 74 78
   L2 81 78
   L3 76 78
  LT1 76 78
  LT2 75 78
  LT3 80 78
  ST1 78 78
  ST2 74 78
  ST3 79 78
  Average Hardness 77 78

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

Based on these results, the material for the as built CIR Optics Benches (67212MFDH20050, serial
numbers 201 and 202) can be inferred to be Aluminum 7075-T7351 Modified.  The rationale behind this is
as follows:

1. The as tested material was processed in the same manner as the as built Optics Benches.  The
heat treat temper conversions and stress reliefs as provided in the Appendices are identical for
the as Built Optics Benchs and test material.
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2. The material underwent the proper temper conversion according to the SAE-AMS-2770G
Specification.  Initial IACS test revealed 32.0 for conductivity, while the after heat treatment IACS
revealed a conductivity of 41.1.

3. The Brinell and Rockwell hardness and conductivity properties after the 7075-T651 to 7075-
T7351 conversion fall within the range of those stated in MIL-H-6088G.

4. The tensile properties are slightly above those for MIL-HDBK-5J, in comparison with an identical
material for a 4 inch plate.  Although, the as built Optics Bench was fabricated from 5 inch plate,
the initial material properties have demonstrated that the material was above the standard
strength requirements and specifications.

5. The stress relief slightly altered the final material properties, namely reducing hardness
properties, thus the modification class.
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APPENDIX A – INITIAL MATERIAL CERTIFICATION PACKAGE

A.1 Certified Inspection Report of Raw Material for Optics Bench
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A.2 Certification of Temper Conversion of Optics Bench
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A.3 Stress Relief Heat Treatment Certification
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A.4 Shop Practice for Stress Relief Heat Treatment
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APPENDIX B – OFFICIAL TEST REPORT

B.1 Certified Test Report from Tensile Testing
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B.2 Certified Heat Treatment Graphs
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B.3 Tensile Test Graphing for Specimens
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B.4 Material Processing Sign-Off Sheet (Tensile testing for Optics
Bench – Sign-off Sheet)
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B.5 Certified Heat Treatment, Temper Conversion Report


